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 FROM THE FRONT 

The Newsletter of The Dover War Memorial Project 
 

ADMIRAL THE LORD BOYCE 
KG, GCB, OBE, DL 

LORD WARDEN AND ADMIRAL 
OF THE CINQUE PORTS 

AND CONSTABLE 
 OF DOVER CASTLE 

BECOMES 
PATRON OF THE DOVER WAR 

MEMORIAL PROJECT 
 

We are delighted and greatly honoured that on 18th 
March 2011, Admiral the Lord Boyce most kindly 
chose to become Patron of The Dover War 
Memorial Project. He joins our original Patron, 
Dame Vera Lynn DBE, LL.D, M.Mus, our “Forces 
Sweetheart”. 
 
Lord Boyce said, "The Dover War Memorial 
Project remembers with honour our Fallen, and has 
proven to be most successful, receiving enquiries 
from around the world, and by being involved in 
first-rate research and major commemorative 
events.  The volunteers who run it are to be 
applauded, since they help to remind us of the 
significance of Remembrance, and for involving so 
many children in their recent activities. The next 
generation is key to our future, and The Dover War 
Memorial Project is doing so much to help teach the 
meaning of respect and selfless service to others." 
 
Marilyn Stephenson-Knight (Maggie) said, “This is 
an immense honour for the work of The Dover War Memorial Project. We can never repay the debts we owe 
to our Fallen, but we can continue to serve them as they served us, and I am delighted that Admiral the Lord 
Boyce has most graciously joined Dame Vera Lynn as Patron, to the honour of those who gave all.” 
 
May we also congratulate Admiral the Lord Boyce on becoming a Knight of the Garter. This is the highest 
award for chivalry, established in 1348. Appointments are chosen personally by Her Majesty the Queen.  



REMEMBRANCE 
 
Zeebrugge 
 
On 23 April – St George’s Day – Dover 
commemorated the anniversary of the Zeebrugge 
Raid in 1918. The aim was to place blockships in 
the harbour in order to prevent the egress of enemy 
U-boats and shipping.  
 
Leading Seaman H C Beaumont, in a diary now held 
at Dover Museum, remembers the day.  
 
“Whole stunt apparently a huge success. Weather in 
our favour,  very fine rain & a sea breeze. I think the 
Huns were prepared for us. The place was lit up like 
daylight by star-shells from the land batteries. But 
they did not spot us. Started patrol at 11-45pm & 
left 2-15am. Had a very bad accident with the 
foremost smoke screen…the chap working it jumped 
overboard & was lost, the ship was enveloped in 
smoke & gas, & nearly gassed all hands, there was 
no panic. The opinion of everybody is that, the 
smoke from this damaged tank saved us, if it wasn’t 
for that we would have been blown out of the water. 
I feel very tired this morning, having no sleep since 
the night before last, but thank God we have come 
out of it safely.” 
 
Over 200 men did not, however. They lost their 
lives, and over 300 were wounded. Bartholomew 
Bowlt, just 19, from Union Row, Dover, now lies at 
St James cemetery, while Arthur Leyland Harrison, 
VC, an Old Dovorian from Dover College, is 
commemorated on the memorial at Zeebrugge, 
below. 

Such was the courage of the men involved, eight 
VCs were awarded, amongst them one to Arthur 
Harrison. Four were awarded by ballot, the 
recipients chosen from many by the Royal Marines 
at Deal and the Royal Navy. 
 

 
 
In brilliant sunshine a service of Remembrance, 
above, was held at St James’ cemetery, Dover, 
where lie buried some of those who lost their lives 
in the raid. This year the Koninklijke 
Scoutsharmonie Sint-Leo Brugge attended, both at 
the cemetery and at the ceremony afterwards in 
Dover, announced by the ringing of the Zeebrugge 
bell on the Town Hall.  
 
At the subsequent reception, the Mayor, Cllr Sue 
Jones, the Mayoress, Cllr Ronnie Philpott, and the 
Deputy Mayor, Cllr David Hannent, were each 
presented with Parker pen and pencil sets by the 
band, and a book of 75 years of Scouting. The 
Mayor presented to Bruno Leys, the conductor of 
the band, a glass plaque with the Dover town crest.   
 

left to right: Cllr David Hannent, Cllr Sue Jones, Bruno Leys, 
and Alderman of Bruges Jean-Marie Bogaert 



Nationale Dodenherdenking 2011 
 
Remembrance Day in the Netherlands falls on 4 
May. At Brunssum a ceremony in the War Cemetery 
is attended by the Mayor and the Joint Force 
Command at Brunssum, NATO HQ, along with 
Scouts, schoolchildren, and citizens of Brunssum.  
  

 
 
Mr Brocken, Mayor of Brunssum, lays a wreath. Picture by 
Ruud Scholten 
 
Brunssum is close to the German border, and was 
liberated in September 1944. The 327 graves are all 
of British men, amongst them Dovorians Reginald 
Potter, aged 34, killed on 9 November 1944, and 
Daniel Clark, aged 19, who died on 25 January 
1945.  
 
We thank our friend Ruud Scholten for placing The 
Dover War Memorial Project crosses on the 
memorial at the cemetery during the Remembrance 
service.  

 
The DWMP crosses on the memorial at Brunssu. Picture by 
Ruud Scholten 
 
 
The Jewish Cemetery, Dover 

 
Between St James and St Mary’s 
cemeteries in Dover is the 
Jewish cemetery. Amongst those 
who lie there are war casualties 
Philip Myers, right, from 
London, England, who died on 
24 March 1917 while serving in 
a Canadian regiment and Jack 
Barnston, aged 18, who died in 
1940. Also there is L Swartser, a 
Lieutenant at Sea from the 
Netherlands, who died on 25 
June 1946. 
 
Above their graves lies Solomon Joseph, a 
councillor from Folkestone. He had come to Dover 
with his wife to help celebrate her brother’s golden 
wedding anniversary, and sadly was one of the ten 
people killed at Crabble Hill on 19 August 1917 in 
the worst UK tram disaster.  
 
We visited the cemetery in the company of Sally 
Kay Moat, member of the Riders’ Branch of the 
British Legion, to lay tributes on many graves. Sally 
sang Adon Olam, and permitted Maggie to say 
Kaddish.  It was a most moving Remembrance.  



GOOD NEWS AT THE FRONT  
 
Royal British Legion County Awards 
 
Following on from the Mayor’s Civic Award 
announced in the last issue of “From the Front”, The 
Dover War Memorial Project (DWMP) is deeply 
honoured to have been presented with Royal British 
Legion (RBL) County Awards for the work of The 
Dover War Memorial Project.  
 

 
Keith Atkinson, RBL, Simon, Cllr Bernie Butcher, Chairman  
of Dover District Council, Maggie, and Admiral the Lord 
Boyce KG, GCB, OBE, DL. Picture by Mike Webb 
  
The awards were presented on 18 March 2011 by 
Admiral the Lord Boyce KG, GCB, OBE, DL in a 
ceremony hosted at Dover District Council offices 
by Cllr Bernard Butcher, the Chairman of Dover 
District Council. Present were members of the RBL 
and supporters of the DWMP.  
 
The awards are given for outstanding help to the 
RBL over a sustained period. Mr Keith Atkinson, 
representing the RBL Kent County Committee, cited 
the work of the DWMP in ensuring that those who 
sacrificed their lives, and their families, are 
remembered, and welcomed the DWMP’s role in 
educational programmes for young people on 
Remembrance, including their currently-running 
Unknown Warrior project.  He said, “I am sure that 
when they began they had no concept of the huge 
task they had undertaken with the DWMP, and far 
from being finished it continues to grow.  They have 
met many needs and touched thousands of lives.” 
 
Admiral the Lord Boyce KG, GCB, OBE, DL, 
presenting the awards, praised the work and success 
of the DWMP, and said that volunteers such as those 
of the DWMP and the RBL are the essence of 

dedicated service, bringing vibrancy to our local 
communities. 
 
Maggie responded, “All of us here serve others - and 
it is only through the service of others for us that we 
can be here now. On this very special day, and I’m 
sure everyone will join me, I would like to say, 
above all, thank you to those who served until the 
very end - to our Fallen.” 
 
 
Kent County Council Individual Councillor 
Awards 

 
The DWMP are very grateful to Cllr Gordon 
Cowan, who awarded a grant from his individual 
councillor allowance to the DWMP. Gordon has 
been a supporter of our work for some time, and 
promised that when he was able he would assist the 
DWMP.  He said, “Dover Town Council, of which I 
am a former Mayor, assisted the DWMP in its first 
phase. I am delighted that my association with this 
worthwhile project can continue now I am a County 
Councillor. I am very pleased to be able to help 
them as they help others, in Remembrance of those 
who sacrificed themselves for us.” 
 

 
 
Cllr Gordon Cowan, with Simon and Maggie. Picture by Mike 
Webb 
 
One aspect of the work of the DWMP constrained 
by costs but which we would love to expand is our 
ability to reach out to people who do not have easy 
access to the internet, and to be able to carry out 
more visits to the friends and relatives of our Fallen.  



Cllr Cowan’s most kind grant will help greatly in 
this. Thank you, Gordon. 
 
 
CAMRA-DDS Award 
 

 
Maggie, with Martin Atkins and Dave Green, holding the 
cheque, and other members of CAMRA 
 
Our good friends at the Campaign for Real Ale, 
Dover, Deal, Sandwich, and District branch, 
CAMRA-DDS decided for the second year running 
to donate the proceeds from the White Cliffs Winter 
Beer Festival to the DWMP. The festival was 
superb; knowledgeable company, with 75 winter 
and strong ales, in the beautiful Town Hall in Dover. 
 
Last year, CAMRA-DDS’s donation came in the 
nick of time. The DWMP is a voluntary 
organisation, consisting of just two people, run with 
great support from many volunteers and helpers, and 
totally dependent on donations to continue. We were 
down to our last few pounds in the kitty when, in a 
wonderful surprise, CAMRA-DDS presented us 
with a cheque.  
 
This money was put to very good use; it enabled us 
to do the necessary research and preliminary work to 
apply for a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund for 
the 90th Anniversary of the Unknown Warrior 
project. This bid was successful; the Unknown 
Warrior project phenomenally so, with hundreds of 
young people across Kent and into London learning 
about their local Fallen, the meaning of their war 
memorials, and the deep significance of 
Remembrance. The Unknown Warrior project still 
continues, and there is much more good news to 
come. 

 
Without the support of CAMRA-DDS the 90th 
Anniversary of the Unknown Warrior 
commemorations could not have happened. Martin 
Atkins, Chairman of CAMRA-DDS, in the 
presentation at Blake’s in Castle Street, said, “The 
Festival took the unusual step of choosing the 
DWMP as the recipient of our charity donation for 
the second year running. This is a worthy cause that 
highlights to younger people the history of all those 
from Dover who have died in defence of our 
country”. 
 
CAMRA-DDS’s donation this year will be put to 
equally good use – the DWMP already have a 
number of plans, including a futher educational 
project! Thank you, CAMRA-DDS. 
 
 
The Firefighters from Deal: Christmas Award 
 
While at the White Cliffs Beer Festival, we were 
pleased to meet Paul Evans, one of the firefighters 
based at Deal Fire Station. These too are our heroes, 
risking their lives daily to keep our communities 
safe.  
 
Many firefighters and firewatchers lost their lives in 
the two world wars, including Dovorians Ernest 
Carberry and Lou-Lou Pritchard, commemorated in 
the WWII Book of Remembrance. 
 

 
left to right: Ollie Waters, Simon, David Potter, Jaimie Dodd, 
and Rob Taylor, picture by Maggie S-K 



Each Christmas in the centre of Deal the firefighters 
raise funds for good causes by displaying a model 
village scene, complete with music, lighting, and a 
working railway. Over Christmas 2010 they raised a 
total of £4,000, thanks to the generosity of shoppers.  
And what could be a better bargain than celebrating 
Christmas and helping others at the same time?  
 
The firefighters have distributed the money to five 
different good causes, amongst them the Firefighters 
Charity, the RSPCA, the National Autistic Society, 
and the DWMP. 
 
We are very grateful to all you brave men for 
helping us; thank you very much too for the most 
enjoyable and friendly visit to Deal Fire Station. It 
was great to meet you all!  
 
Best wishes for your future fund-raising. 
 
 
WE REMEMBER 
 
Howard Perry Hill and Peter John Hill 
 
 

Howard Perry Hill. Image from 
Marlborough College Newsletter, 
November 2010 
 
Howard Hill was one of 
Churchill’s celebrated “Few” 
to whom we many owed so 
much in the Battle of Britain, 
in the summer of 1940. From 
New Zealand, he sadly lost 
his life on 20 September 
1940, when his plane was 
shot down and crashed in 
flames at Hougham, Dover. 

  
Thanks to the help of the Marlborough Express in 
New Zealand, we were able to make contact with a 
delightful gentleman who had known the family. He 
told us: 
“I was attending Spring Creek Primary School 
when Howard was killed, and remember the grief 
his death caused in the village. His parents, Jack 
and Helen Hill, lived just over the road and we saw 

them most days. Peter [his brother] was engaged to 
Miss Barnett, the infant Mistress, so his passing was 
particularly mourned in our small community. Peter 
was bright and energetic, and like Howard was 
liked and admired by all who knew him. They played 
Rugby for our local team, and took part in all local 
activities.” 
 
Peter was killed on 12 January 1945. He is buried at 
Oxford. 
 
Were Peter and Howard’s parents were ever able to 
visit their sons’ graves, so far from home? We don’t 
know. But their secondary school remembered them 
last Remembrance, and here we and others visit 
their graves. Recently we also laid a wreath in 
memory, in the village where Howard crashed. Peter 
and Howard and their family are never forgotten, 
here and in their home. 
 
For   more   about   Peter   and   Howard   Hill,   visit  
www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk, Dover’s 
Virtual Memorial. 
 
 
The Walter Tull pavilion 
 
On 26 May 2011, Mundella Primary School in 
Folkestone opened their new sports pavilion. 
Renowned as the first black professional outfield 
football player and as the first black officer in the 
British army, Walter Tull  was a pupil of the school 
before, in 1898, he and his brother Edward went to 
an orphanage in London.  
 
Mundella were thrilled when we first visited them in 
2008 to inform them of their famed former pupil. 
The school subsequently participated in the Walter 
Tull commemorations, joining schoolchildren from 
across the country and into Scotland. 
 
We were delighted to be invited with our volunteers 
to the opening of the pavilion. The pavilion was 
built partially with the aid of a grant from the Roger 
de Haan Charitable Trust, and was designed by 
Keith Baker, a former pupil of Mundella. The 
pavilion was opened by Alex Norman, aged 12, also 
a former pupil, who put forward the suggestion for 
the name for the new pavilion. 



 
Members of Walter Tull’s family and other guests, with Keith 
Baker and Alex Norman, 12, opening the pavilion 
 
During the afternoon ten schools participated in a 
new annual football tournament. The winners were 
presented with the newly-named Walter Tull cup, 
and every participant received a commemorative 
medal. 

 
Martin Chandler Elite 
Community Coaching 
(UK) Ltd, with the Walter 
Tull cup  
 
In his old school, next 
to the street where 
Walter and his family 
made their home, 
long before it was 
dreamt that Walter 
would become a 
ground-breaking 
pioneer, Walter Tull 
now continues to inspire young people with his 
exemplary life.   
 
 
Love Stories: A Day to Remember 
 
On 29 April 2011, we celebrated the wedding of 
HRH Prince William of Wales to Miss Catherine 
Middleton. To mark the occasion, the DWMP 
designed the exhibition “Love Stories: A Day to 
Remember”, featuring the weddings of Dovorians, 
all with a war-time story to tell. It opened in “Brides 

of Faversham”, Castle Street, Dover, to assist their 
fund-raising for the 90th Anniversary of the British 
Legion.  
 
In two forms, on transportable display panels to 
accompany talks and presentations, and in 
photographic frames, the exhibition has since been 
displayed in a number of venues. The photographic- 
frame version is currently on display in Dover Town 
Library. 
 

 
Love Stories at Dover Town Library 
 
 
OBITUARY 
 
We were very sorry to learn of the death of Barry 
Smith, on 16 Feb 2011. Barry was related by 
marriage to Great War casualties George and 
Richard Andrews, and was one of the first people to 
contact us when we began The Dover War 
Memorial Project.  Amongst the monographs he 
wrote was “By the Way”, on his many hours of 
research into the history of public houses in Dover. 
We were delighted to introduce him to Paul Skelton, 
who runs a web site devoted to pub history in south 
east Kent. It’s a site we access often, as so many of 
our Fallen were linked with employment at the pubs 
in and around Dover.  
 
We are deeply saddened too by the loss of Doris 
Margaret Bowley, née Easton on 10 June 2011.  
 
Doris was the great niece of casualties Eddie and 
Harry Crascall, and first cousin once removed to 
William Gatehouse, all named on the Town 
Memorial.  Doris worked for the Dover Engineering  



Works, and was evacuated with 
them to Watford during WWII. 
Her husband, Leslie, was an 
engineer on SS Maid of Kent 
when she was struck by enemy 
bombs on 21 May 1940; he 
helped save many lives.   
 
In the Lambert Weston picture 
right, as Cinderella in a Dover 
Harbour Board production in 
1952, Doris was Maggie S-K’s 
aunt. She will be very greatly 
missed. 
 
 
A DESECRATION AT RIVER 
 

 
The WWII plaque was stolen 
from the River War Memorial. 
The gap on the left hand side 
can be clearly seen. 

 
The WWII commem-
orative plaque on the War 
Memorial at SS Peter and 
Paul’s Church, River, 
Dover, contained the 
names of Fallen from the 
village, including Keith 
Gilman, the iconic “Face 
of the Few”.  
 
The plaque  was placed 
on the memorial at the 
millennium, after much 
fund-raising and research 
by residents of River. 
  
 “The thieves had no regard for the love and 
sacrifice the plaque symbolized,” said Reverend 
Andy Bawtree. He added that the theft was a crass, 
thoughtless act, shaming the village and the memory 
of those who gave their lives. 
  
Mike Webb, now a co-opted councillor for River 
Parish Council, commented in a letter to the local 

papers on a “new level of unacceptable behaviour”. 
“There is a corner of a foreign field that is forever 
England,” he continued. “It’s a shame that such 
justifiable homage can no longer be guaranteed in an 
English village.”  
 
It is a shame, and an absolute disgrace. Our Fallen 
gave until they could give no more. Yet still more is 
demanded and taken – their own names.  We 
sincerely hope the thieves will be found. 
 
 
 
AT HOME IN THE 
ANDERSON 
 
 
The Rotary Club of Deal 
 
 
We were honoured to be invited to speak at the first 
of the new Open Meeting events on 23 May 2011.  
 
Maggie with Howard 
Binsted, President of 
the Rotary Club of Deal  

 
The lunch-time 
meeting was held at 
Dunkerley’s 
restaurant, on the 
seafront at Deal. It 
was a fitting 
introduction, as the 
event that was part 
of the beginning of 
the  DWMP also  
had a great impact 
in Deal. When the 
“Live Bait 
Squadron” – the armoured cruisers Aboukir, Cressy, 
and Hogue - was torpedoed in September 1914, 
1,500 men  lost their lives.   
 
Maggie’s great uncle, Harry Crascall, was one of the 
many Dovorian casualties; several men from Deal 
were also killed. They included Alfred and Louis 
Penn and Wallace Bailey, all commemorated on the 
St   George   parish   memorial   at  Deal.    It  was  



understanding through her own family history what 
had happened to her uncle that led Maggie to 
wonder about all the other men named on the Dover 
Town Memorial and elsewhere, and ensure they 
were never forgotten as individuals.  
 
In a talk ranging over different aspects of the work 
of the DWMP, Maggie remembered many casualties 
from Deal. Amongst them were Tommy Eaves, 
recently featured in the 90th Anniversary of the 
Unknown Warrior educational project. Tommy was 
born and grew up in Deal, and his name is inscribed 
on the War Memorial at the Royal Victoria 
Memorial Hospital in London Road.   
 
The Unknown Warrior project underlined the 
significance and meaning of Remembrance. Maggie 
concluded her talk, “In Deal especially, no one 
needs reminding of why it is so important that we do 
remember and why we must teach the values of 
honour, respect, service to others, and above all, 
love. 
 
No one can forget the 11 young Marines who lost 
their lives in the bombing at the Royal Marine 
Barracks in 1989 and no one who has ever been to 
Royal Wootton Bassett can fail to be moved by the 
repatriations.  
 
Sergeant Robert Loughran-Dickson from Deal came 
home that way in November 2009 after he was 
killed in Helmand province. He used to play the 
bugle at Remembrance Services here. He is buried 
at Sholden and is one of those we now remember. 
 
“In the service of us all our Fallen gave their lives 
and still our armed forces continue to give all they 
can. And we, at The Dover War Memorial Project, 
will continue to remember them with honour and 
gratitude and love. 
  
“At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, 
We will – and we do - remember them.” 
 
 
An Evening at the Drop Redoubt. 
 
Now that the bats have finished hibernating, the 
Western Heights Preservation Society have been 

organizing evening tours of the Napoleonic fortress 
perched on the cliffs at Dover. We were pleased to 
join in with an awesome and greatly-to-be-
recommended experience, led by Mandy Whall and 
Phil Eyden. 
 

 
Inside the Drop Redoubt: a cathedral underground 
 
The Drop Redoubt is probably named after the 
remains of the Roman Lighthouse, twin to the 
Pharos on the eastern cliffs of Dover. The lighthouse 
was mainly destroyed during construction of the fort 
at the turn of the 18th century, although the 
foundations are still clearly visible in the room 
below. The remains, called The Bredenstone, were 
also known as The Devil’s Drop of Mortar. 
 

Phil Eyden explains The 
Bredenstone 
 
Phil recently found in 
the arms store at the 
Drop Redoubt a 
small piece of 
graffiti. This was 
written by George 
Leonard Akerley, 
from Saint-Léonard, 
Canada. 
 
Phil tells us that 
George was a 
volunteer in the 

Carleton and York regiment, joining in 1939. He 
took part in Operation Abercrombie in April 1942, 
being then housed in the Drop Redoubt. 



  
George Akerley’s name at the Drop Redoubt. Picture by Phil 
Eyden 
 
Sadly, George was killed on 11 June 1943, aged 30, 
during Operation Husky, the invasion of Sicily. He 
is buried in the Agira War Cemetery, Sicily. He left 
a widow, Madeleine, whom he had married in 
England, and two children, Cameron and Patricia.  
 
Dover has many connections with Canada, and was 
liberated from shelling in September 1944 by 
Canadian-led troops. On the Town Memorial and in 
the Book of Remembrance are commemorated many 
Dovorians who Fell while serving with Canadian 
forces. 
 

 
left to right: Maggie with The Right Worshipful The Town 
Mayor of Dover Cllr Mrs Sue Jones and Chris Hobbes-East, 
the Town Sergeant.   
 
 
New Family at Crabble Corn Mill 
 
One unexpected but fabulous outcome of 
remembering our Fallen is the number of people 

who have rediscovered their family connections. 
We’re brought together many cousins and other 
relatives, and helped people renew old friendships. 
Recently we were overjoyed to be able to introduce 
two half-sisters to each other. 
 
Over the spring bank holiday, Maggie and Simon 
volunteered on the glasses-and-tokens stand for 
Crabble Corn Mill’s Beer Festival. It was a great 
occasion, with superb beers, music, and great 
company. It felt like an extended family.  
  

 
 
This actually proved to be true! Maggie learnt that 
Robbie (above, with Maggie) volunteering behind 
the bar, was her second cousin once removed. 
There, too, were Robbie’s first cousins, Sylvia and 
Sheila. Their grandfather was a brother of Eddie and 
Harry Crascall, who are commemorated on Dover 
Town Memorial. The brothers’ sister was Maggie’s 
great-grandmother.  
 
What will next year’s festival at t’mill bring? 
 
 
FRONTLINE DOVER 
 
The First Moonlight Raid 

 
In Camden Square, Dover, is the Rifles monument, 
right. It bears the inscription, “In memory of the 
comrades who fell during the Indian Campaigns of 
1857,  1858, and 1859. Erected by the 1st Battalion, 
60th Royal Rifles, August 1861”. 



The memorial was chipped 
on 23 January 1916 during an 
air raid on Dover. An enemy 
seaplane dropped nine 
bombs, the second of which 
fell in the middle of the road 
with the resulting shrapnel 
damaging the monument.  
The chip may be seen on the 
right hand edge in the image, 
right.  
 
The fourth bomb of the raid 
fell on the Red Lion Inn, St James Street. Harry 
Sladden was killed.  Three other men were injured, 
as were three children and an elderly woman by 
subsequent bombs.  
 
The damaged memorial thus commemorates now, 
albeit unintentionally, the first moonlight raid on 
Dover of the Great War and the death of one of the 
16 Dovorian civilians who lost their lives at home 
during the Great War.  
 
 
The Toronto Star 
 
A kind supporter in Canada sent us a cutting from 
The Toronto Star dated 25 February 1941, written 
by M D Hall. 
 
“It’s a moving and exciting experience to stand once 
more on the white cliffs of Dover and peer across 
that 21-mile stretch of water which is a moat 
between civilization and the dark…   
 
“The last time I was there Dover was untouched by 
war, but that entire 21 miles of frontier water was 
covered with craft of every description bringing the 
British army home from Dunkirk… 
 
“[Dover’s] in the very frontline of our battle; it’s 
almost unbelievable to see how Dover’s carrying on. 
For six months it’s heard the enemy’s winged 
squadrons drone over. On and off for six months it’s 
been shelled by the enemy’s big guns. I expected 
there hardly would be any Dover left. I found life 
going on as usual.”  
 

The article goes on to praise the courage and 
resilience of Dovorians (““Dover hasn’t had so 
much fun since the Spanish Armada was beaten,” 
said a civic official.”) A transcription can be read 
online at Dover’s Virtual Memorial – 
www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk.    
 
 
Operation Dynamo 

 
A new exhibition in the secret war-time tunnels at 
Dover Castle tells the tale of the “craft of every 
description” mentioned above. 
 

 
Illustration from an invitation to preview the tunnels  
 
Recently, in a joint initiative from the Dover 
Express and English Heritage, Maggie and Simon 
were nominated as “unsung heroes” and were 
awarded a preview of the new exhibition, followed 
by a reception in the war-time tunnels café. They 
were accompanied by their guests, Joyce and Brian 
Banks, long-time volunteers on the DWMP. 



“The exhibition is a mixture of hi-tech vision and 
sound – such a contrast with the basic tools that 
organized Operation Dynamo!” said Simon. “You 
marvel at how Bertram Ramsay and his team 
achieved what they did in such a short time. The 
exhibition makes you to feel as though you are 
participating in the evacuation itself and you can 
start to get an impression of the horror of being there 
and the relief that must have been felt by those men 
as they boarded those little boats and saw the White 
Cliffs of Dover, and realised they were really on 
their way home.”  
 
Sadly, several Dovorians lost their lives during the 
period of evacuation, including Charles Puckett, 
Herbie Faulker, Bill Smissen, James Drury, and 
Robert Killick, a former Dover Express reporter. 
Frank Booth was killed just before he could reach 
Dunkirk. William Leighton would later lose his life 
during Operation Ariel, the evacuation from 
Western France.  
 
 
 
THE UNKNOWN WARRIOR 

 
The Educational 
Resources for the 
Unknown Warrior, 
suitable for Key Stage 2 
(left), are currently being 
distributed to selected 
schools and other 
interested groups.  The 
resources are also 
available for free 
download from the 
Information Index on 
Dover’s Virtual 

Memorial, at www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk  
 
The Unknown Warrior exhibition continues its 
successful tour. Currently at Firepower! The Royal 
Artillery Museum in Woolwich, from 30 July to 13 
August the exhibition will be on display at The 
Grand Hotel, The Leas, Folkestone. It will enhance 
Step Short’s walk on 7 August down the Road of 
Remembrance in commemoration of the servicemen 

who departed that way for the battlefields of France 
and Flanders during the Great War. 
 
From 14 August to 9 November, the exhibition will 
be at the Cruise Terminal, Dover, close to the place 
where the Unknown Warrior was brought home. 
The annual service of Remembrance on the former 
Marine Station here will take place on 9 November 
at 10.00. The British Torch of Remembrance, lit at 
the tomb of the Unknown Warrior in Westminster 
Abbey, then leaves England on its annual pilgrimage 
to Brussels and the tomb of the Unknown Soldier.  
 

Maciek, image from the 
BBC 
 
Spotted on BBC4! 
In the series Sacred 
Music we noticed 
Maciek O’Shea. 
Dovorians will 
remember him as the 
magnificent baritone 

who led the specially-composed Unknown Warrior 
musical performance at St Martin’s Primary School, 
Dover, on the 90th anniversary of the Unknown 
Warrior’s return, 10 November 1920. Maciek is a 
chorister of the Chapel Royal, and the programme 
featured another Gentleman of the Chapel Royal, 
renowned Tudor composer Thomas Tallis, who was 
the organist at Dover Priory from 1530-31. 
 
 
THE LEGACY OF KIPLING 
 

 
Wimpole Hall, Cambridgeshire 
 
In April we visited the Wimpole Estate in 
Cambridgeshire.  Owned  by  the  National  Trust,  it  



was given in 1976 by Rudyard 
Kipling’s daughter, Elsie 
Bambridge, who had lived 
there since 1938.  
 
Rudyard Kipling, as mentioned 
in issue 5 of “From the Front”, 
is closely associated with the 
commemorations of the Great 
War. This time, however, a 

different 
war was 

featured 
amongst the living history 
displays – World War II. 

  
Above right is Jason Littleford 
of Many Fronts Living History. 
He portrayed the Russian 
Infantry of the 8th Guards. They 
had temporarily halted on the 
Polish border before continuing 
the advance which would see 

them eventually take Berlin. 
 
Meanwhile, keeping all in order on the Home Front 
was Colin Parfitt, above left. He’d been assisting the 
rescue services after a raid, and was determined to 
enforce the blackout that night. 

And who else should we meet but the great man 
himself! Here’s Winston Churchill (aka Alan 
Kempton). 
 

  
 

 

 
And in a wonderfully eclectic mix, here’s Maggie with her new bodyguard! Or has she just been arrested? 



MORE “FALLEN” 
 
Poor Simon. On a recent visit to Shoreham Aircraft 
Museum he tripped over a low wall and fell into a 
flower bed. Unfortunately, we don’t have any 
pictures to show our readers – not one of the many 
people enjoying the sunshine in the beautiful garden 
there had a camera ready! 
 
With their lenses now all focused, Shoreham have 
been asking ever since for an encore. Simon is yet to 
oblige … 
 
Meanwhile, Maggie’s brother Mike Webb, newly-
retired from his employment as Town Clerk to 
Dover Town Council was planning a holiday to visit 
his daughter in the USA. 
 
Sadly, just three days into retirement, his wife 
Carole twisted and badly fractured her ankle. “We 
were looking forward to a break,” said Mike 
ruefully. “But this wasn’t quite what we’d 
envisaged!” 
 
Greatly sympathetic was our new Patron, Admiral 
the  Lord  Boyce  KG,  GCB,  OBE,  DL. Here he is,  
 

 
signing the plaster cast. Carole is now happily out of 
plaster and on the mend – but says she will keep the 
plaster for ever. 

____________________________________________________________________ 
 
“From the Front”, the e-newsletters from The Dover War 
Memorial Project, will now also be available in the Local 
Studies area at Dover Town Library. The first five issues 
are already available there.  
 

Dover’s Virtual Memorial 
www.doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk 

phone: 07876 240701 
email: frontline@doverwarmemorialproject.org.uk 

 
This newsletter was created by Marilyn Stephenson-
Knight. All photos, except where otherwise stated, are by Simon John 
Chambers. The publication date for Issue 7 is 30 September 2011 
 

The Dover War Memorial Project remembers all those from our front-line town, Dover, Kent, England, who fell 
in the two World Wars. Work on the Project is entirely voluntary, and the Project itself is totally dependent on 
donations to survive. If we have helped you, please consider making a donation via PayPal or by cheque payable 
to The Dover War Memorial Project. Please help us remember those who gave all they could. 


